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July 20, 1921. 



At this season of the year an increase in the number of reported 
cases of poliomyelitis is usual. The following table gives the median 
number of cases reported by 38 States for the months of May to No- 
vember during the years 1913 to 1919, inclusive. This shows a 
typical seasonal distribution. 

Median number of cases of poliomyelitis reported by 38 States, 191S to 1919. 

May 77 

June 118 

July 289 

August 559 

September , 494 

October 320 

November 190 



PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 

COMPARISON OP DEATH RATES FOR PRINCIPAL CAUSES FOR APRIL AND MAY, 1921, 
AND FOR THE FIRST QUARTERS OF 1919, 1920, AND 1921, IN A GROUP OF INSURED 
PERSONS. 

The accompanying tables are reprinted from the Statistical Bulletin 
of the Metropolital Life Insurance Co. for June, 1921. They present 
the mortality data of the industrial department of the company for 
the months of April and May, 1921, and for the first quarters of 1919, 
1920, and 1921. The figures are based on a strength of approximately 
13,000,000 insured persons. 

Although these rates apply to a more or less selected group, they 
are very good indices of the comparative mortality conditions of the 
general population. 

Death rates {annual basis) per 100,000 lives exposed, for principal causes, April and May, 

1921. 

[Industrial Department, Metropolitan Life lnsurar.ee Co.] 



Cause of death. 



Death rate per 100,000 lives 




exposed. 




May, 


Apr., 


Year 


1921. 


1921. 


1920.1 


855.1 


921.5 


989.4 


3.8 


3.3 


6.7 


4.8 


5.4 


8.5 


7.5 


9.4 


6.0 


3.8 


3.8 


6.6 


18.5 


18.4 


22.1 


9.8 


14.8 


53.5 


125.0 


133.4 


137.9 


69.9 


70.0 


69.8 


6.8 


7.1 


5.2 


5S.0 


57.3 


61.3 


116.6 


124.3 


117.0 


71.0 


88.0 


106.1 


13.3 


13.1 


18.2 


9.5 


9.6 


15.8 


69.7 


76.8 


70.8 


17.8 


22.0 


23.0 


7.8 


7.2 


6.1 


4.6 


6.1 


5.8 


48.9 


45.1 


60.1 


9.8 


10.2 


11.1 


188. 4 


206.4 


188.9 



Total, all causes. . 



Typhoid fever 

Meisles 

Searletfever 

Whooping cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Tuberculosis (all forms) . 
Cancer.. 



Meningitis (all forms) 

Cerebral hemorrhage 

Organic diseases of heart 

Pneumonia (all forms) 

Otherr©3piratory diseases 

Diarrhea aud e lte.itis 

Bright's disease 

Puerperalstate 

Suicides .' 

Homicides 

Other external causes (excluding suicides and homocides) . 

Traumatism by automobile 

All other causes 



1 Based upon final tabulations for the year 1920. Changes from preliminary figures are unimportant. 



Inly 29, 1921. 
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Death rates (annual basis) per 100,000 lives exposed, first quarters 1919, 1920, and 19fl — 
Comparison, by color, for principal causes of death, 

[Industrial department, Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.] 



Cause cf death. 



Death rate per 100,000 lives exposed. 



White. 



Jan.-Mar., 
1921. 



Jan.-Mar., 
1920. 



Jan.-Mar. 
1919. 



Colored. 



Jan.-Mar., 
1921. 



Jan.-Mar., 
1920. 



Jan.-Mar., 
1919. 



AH causes 

Typhoid fever ; 

Measles — . 

Scarlet fever 

Whooping cough - 

Diphtheria and croup 

Influenza 

Tuberculosis (all forms) 

Tuberculosis of lungs 

Tuberculous meningitis . .. 

Other forms of tuberculosis 

Meningitis (total) ...:. 

Cerebrospinal meningitis 

Cerebral hernorxhajc; apoplexy 

Organic diseases of heart 

Total respiratory diseases 

Bronchitis 

Bronchopneumonia 

Pneumonia, lobar and undefined 

Other diseases of respiratory sys- 
tem 

Diarrhea and enteritis. 

Dnder 2 years 

2 years and over 

Nephritis and Blight's disease 

Total puerperal state 

Puerperal septicemia 

Puerperal albuminuria and con- 
vulsions. . . 

Other diseases of puerperal state. 
Total external causes ! 

Suicides 

Homicides 

Accidental and unspecified vio- 
lence 3 . 

Accidental drowning 

Automobile accidents 

War deaths 

All other and ill-defined causes of 
death... 



1,313.4 



s.o 



1,375.3 



1, 902. 4 



5. 5 
11.0 

5.5 

30.4 

12.3 

108. 5 

96. 

5.2 

4.7 

5.1 

4.0 

63.3 

124.5 

120. 1 

7.1 

37.0 

08.2 

9.9 
9.3 
3.3 
IS. 5 
72. 
21. G 
10. 6 

4.1 
6.9 

57.3 
7.3 

3.3 

40. 7 
3.3 

8.0 
.1 

241.4 



4.5 
14.8 
9.1 

9.4 

30.6 

163. 4 

'138.4 

125.3 

0.4 

0.7 

7.0 

5.7 

70.3 

140.7 

266. 9 

14.7 

77.0 

100.8 

14.4 

9.5 
4.2 
5.3 
89. 2 
32. 6 
8.5 

5.0 
19.1 
60. li 
5.3 
2.9 

51. 6 
2.1 

5.7 



280. 4 



4.0 

3.1 

4.9 

3.8 

24. 6 

298. I 

157. 7 

144.2 

HI 

7.5 

8.7 

7.3 

68. S 

137.1 

289. 5 

13.1 

72.9 

192. 1 

11.5 
10.2 
4.4 
5.8 

m. s 

20.0 
5.7 

as 

17.5 

120.2 
7.5 
3.4 

00.1 

« 

49.2 
244. 



.«.. 8 

3,6 

7.9 

5.8 

2*. 5 

265. 7 

247.2 

■5.6 

13.0 

3.8 

3.1 

90. -S 

168. 

192.3 

13.2 

(IS. 3 

117. 7 

13.0 
10. 2 
1.8 
■8.4 
122.1 
29.5 
12.7 

6.4 
10. 1 
06. 4 

6.1 
27.2 

03.1 
2. 5 
8.1 
(') 

3J5. 1 



P 
9.2 
6.7 

227.9 

310. 1 

286. 3 

4.8 

18.9 

8.0 

7.5 

96.2 

200.7 

429. 7 

19.4 

90.2 

300.6 

19.4 
10.5 

4.0 
6.5 

152. 2 
'36.9 
15.1 

6.5 

1 5. 4 
8S.6 
3.5 
18.3 

66.0 
2.4 

2.7 



372.6 



2, 036. 9 



9.1 

2.0 

.6 

2.8 

7.1 

331.0 

310.4 

287.7 

7.6 

15.0 

.,6.3 

5.9 

97. 4 

IBS. 7 

416.8 

14.7 

84.1 

300.7 

17.3 
12.7 
2.3 
10.5 
141. 9 
28.9 
10.2 

5.7 

13.0 

129. 1 

4.8 

28.6 



(*) 
26.3 

345.2 



i No deaths. 

' Includes "war deaths." 



3 Excludes "war deaths. J 

4 Data unavailable. 



DEATHS DURING WEEK ENDED JULY 16, 1921. 



Summary of information received by telegraph from industrial insurance companies for 
week ended July 16. 1921, and corresponding week, 192.0, (From the "Weekly Health 
Index," July 19, 1921, issued by Che Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce.) 

Week ended Corresponding 
July 15, 1921. week, 1920. 

Policies in force 47, 197, 509 44, 133, 408 

Number of death claims 8, 142 6, 334 

Death claims per 1,000 policies in force 9.0 7.5 



